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OFFICERS of FLOTILLA 11-13 of 2020

ermit me to take this opportunity to welcome you to the first newsletter of
Division 11. On a personal note the Coast Guard Auxiliary has played a
major role in my life during the past ten years. It has served as a resource for
both developing great friendships while sharpening my nautical skills.
When I became Division Commander, I focused on the development of a
project that would not only explain who and what the Auxiliary is, but more
importantly, what a division does, specifically Division 11 of One South.
A division newsletter was the perfect solution to meet this challenge.

Each of us has some expertise originating from various life experiences.
As we join forces with one another, opportunities to demonstrate our strengths
are enhanced, thus fostering productive activities that has help ensuring the betterment of and safety of our
boating community at large.
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Kenneth Fisher
Nelson M Chin
Stefanos L Tsevdos

As you browse through the pages of this newsletter, I trust that you will find valuable information which
is both informative and enjoyable. In addition, I want to encourage each of you to explore topics that you may
wish to share with our audience in future issues of this newsletter. I would be remiss if I did not acknowledge
the wonderful editorial staff who made this project come to fruition. Thank you for your time, encouragement,
and skills. In closing, may each of you stay safe during the COVID-19 pandemic. Be well.

HONOR • RESPECT • DEVOTION to DUTY
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PERSONAL WATERCRAFT

CAN BE DANGEROUS!
In Memory of Anthony Zaccaria

O

by Charles R Stravalle

ne of the Coast Guard Auxiliary’s primary missions is to promote boating safety. I recently
spoke with the sister of a young man in his 20’s who perished in a personal watercraft
accident along with his girlfriend back in 1995. Today, Anthony and Christina would have been
in their 50’s. Anthony’s sister Toni gave me permission to share Anthony’s story in the hopes that
the tragedy her family experienced may help to save lives.
This incident occurred well before the recent passage of Brianna’s Law, which requires boat
operators to complete a basic eight hour safety course before operating a watercraft. The two
beautiful and young people were avid watercraft riders and loved the water.
Early one morning on August 1995, the couple headed out on their personal watercrafts,
leaving from the Shinnecock Inlet in the Town of Southampton. It looked like the perfect day
however, the weather changed in a split second with eight foot ocean swells. Later that night
when realizing that Anthony did not return home, his family began to frantically call his beeper
but Anthony never returned the call. His family later drove to the launch site and found his car
in the parking lot with his beeper sounding inside. They immediately notified the United States
Coast Guard who then initiated a search and rescue mission under stormy conditions. Due to bad
weather in the search area, the operation was ultimately called off ending with no results.
His sister was told that the search and rescue’s operational cost was about $162,000.
Subsequently, the family hired a helicopter to search the area, a psychic, and a private investigator
to help try to figure out what had happened to the couple. Approximately one week later, a
fishing vessel recovered the overturned watercraft about sixty miles east from the launch point.
Anthony’s lifeless body was also found, still wearing his life vest and wet suit. Toni said that her
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brother looked perfect, just like
he did when he left the house
that morning. He did have a
bump on his head and cuts on
his knuckles. His girlfriend
Christina’s life jacket broke off.
Toni feels that when Christina’s
life vest broke off, Anthony
heroically ripped the seat from
the Jet Ski to use as a secondary
flotation device while trying to
survive the storm. Despite his
gallant attempts, Anthony and
Christina both perished.
There is no way of knowing
what truly happened but Toni
speculates, they were trying
to get back to shore. In doing
so, they had to fight rough
waters and strong currents then
ultimately ran out of fuel.
It was later reported on the same
day, a scuba diver was struck
and killed by another personal
watercraft near the entrance to
the same inlet.
Since Anthony’s death, his
mother, Deserie, fought for years,
advocating for more safety laws
related to personal watercrafts,
like making waterproof safety
The aftermath – photo taken by Charles R Stravalle – Saint John’s Queens Cemetery
kits that can be stored in the
watercraft seat, which will also
include flares and night lights. She also advocated for glow-in-the-dark life vests along with waterproof emergency
GPS style tracking beacons.
One of the many safety tips conveyed during a USCG Auxiliary vessel exam is the use of the One-ThirdRule: One third of the fuel being expended going out and then one third used for the return trip while always
keeping one third on reserve in case of bad weather or strong currents. Always remember to check the weather
forecast before you go out and to head back immediately at the first indication of a change in the weather. File
a float plan with someone you know and leave it on the dashboard of your car so someone can know where you
went and when you intend on returning. Never drink alcohol and operate a vessel and always wear a life vest.
Toni strongly believes that everyone should obey boating rules and regulations because in the blink of an eye so
many lives can be shattered due to a tragedy that could possibly be prevented.
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A TRUE COAST GUARD HERO
DOUGLAS ALBERT MUNRO

Signalman First Class United States Coast Guard
by Garth Harding and Charles J Stravalle

T

he only United States Coast Guard sailor in
World War II to receive the Congressional
Medal of Honor was Douglas Albert Munro.
Petty Officer First Class Munro was born on
October 11, 1919 and was killed in action on
September 27, 1942 from battle wounds at 22
years of age. He was engaged in transporting
approximately 500 United States Marines who
were trapped due to enemy fire by the Japanese
at Point Cruz, Guadalcanal. While in charge
of the evacuation operation and under heavy
enemy fire, he effected up to five trips picking
up United States Marines from shore on small
Higgins boats and bringing them to safety aboard
a waiting vessel.
Higgins boats were watercrafts that had
front ramps to allow for troops and vehicles to
load and unload expeditiously while under some
concealment. Earlier versions of landing vessels
required troops to jump over the sides leaving
them exposed to enemy fire. Andrew Higgins, a
boat manufacturer in New Orleans, adapted his
shallow water Eureka Work Boat which was
used to support gas and oil exploration to meet
military specifications as a landing craft. The
Higgins crafts were first used in 1942 for
invasions of Guadalcanal and North Africa.
It was reported that Munro used his Higgins
boat with two machine guns to shield the other
rescue boats from the Japanese machine gun fire.
This allowed the rescue boats to land upon shore
and evacuate the stranded Marines. Prior to
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completing this operation, Munro was mortally wounded.
His crew also sustained injuries and reported that
Munro’s last words were “Did they get off?”
The Congressional Medal of Honor known by the
abbreviation “CMOH” is the highest award for valor
that can only be awarded to individuals serving in the
United States Armed Forces. In Petty Officer Munro’s
case, the CMOH was awarded posthumously meaning
after his death. In May 1943, the medal was bestowed
upon his family at the White House by the President of
the United States, Franklin D. Roosevelt, in the name
of Congress. The medal was on display at the Coast
Guard Training Center in Cape May, New Jersey. Several
vessels have been named in his honor as well as Munro Hall at the US Coast Guard Academy in New London,
Connecticut. Lastly, it is said that every living winner of the Congressional Medal of Honor would agree that it
is those who passed away who should be most remembered and deserve recognition. It is a team effort.
Top Left:
Douglas Albert Munro, Signalman First Class
Bottom Left:
Douglas Albert Munro, Climbing a ladder
aboard a ship
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K N O W YO U R R I P C U R R E N T S
by Kenneth Fisher and Charles R Stravalle

KNOW YOUR OPTIONS

A

IF CAUGHT IN A RIP CURRENT
●

Relax, rip currents don’t pull you under.

●

Don’t swim against the current.

●

Swim out of the current, then to shore.

●

If you can’t escape, float or tread water.

●

If you need help, yell or wave for assistance.

ESCAPE

CURR

ENT

ESCAPE

RIP CURRENT

CU R

RE NT

body of water can be dangerous due to rip currents which are strong, channelized
currents of water flowing away from shore. Statistics compiled from 2013 to 2019,
showed that water related fatalities in the Metropolitan Waterways spiked; doubling from
eight (8) to sixteen (16). This caught the eye of the local Division Commander at the time
Kenneth Fisher. He alerted his staff to deploy, who then sprang into action focusing the
attention on Rockaway Beach where a number of these fatalities occurred. Program Visitor
Auxiliarists who are trained as public educators, distributed safety literature in high traffic
areas, such as shopping centers, surf shops, yacht clubs, community centers, and banks.
The campaign effort was to inform the public about the potential dangers of rip
currents when swimming in unprotected waters along with how to remain safe when
participating in water sports.

NOAA Rip Current signage

These currents generally develop near the surf as well as around coastal objects such
as piers and jetties. They can rip even the strongest swimmers abruptly away from shore.
Some hints to identify rip currents is to look for churning and choppy waters and indicators
like the differences in water color. A plume of sediment, foam, seaweed or debris moving
away from shore are also signs. Changes in wave patterns are other clues that rip currents
are potentially present. When in doubt, don’t go in the water.

Below:
Rip current from shore
Photo By: Chris Brewster
United States Lifesaving Association

In the event that a swimmer is caught in a rip current, the first thing to do is remain
calm and do not fight the current. Swimming in the direction following the shoreline is a
method of escaping the current. Once free of the current, swim at an angle away from the
current and toward land. If this is not possible, tread water or float until the current weakens
and then swim at an angle away from the current to shore. When all else fails, face land and
draw attention to yourself by waving and calling out for help. Always swim in protected
beaches with lifeguards and never swim alone or at night.

Rip currents are power ful currents of water moving away from shore.
They can sweep even the strongest swimmer away from shore.
If at all possible, swim near a lifeguard.

Rip Current
Above: Aerial view of a rip current
by: Lifeguard Captain Nick Steers,
County of Los Angeles Fire Department
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The United States Lifesaving Association, indicates that the chance of a death by
drowning at a beach protected by lifeguards is 1 in 18 million. Many people are not aware
when swimming in areas that are not protected by lifeguards or in areas that are not intended
for swimming can be dangerous. Another contributing factor to drowning is the use of
intoxicants from consuming drugs and/or alcohol.
Many people have died trying to save rip current victims. Do not become a victim
yourself when trying to assist. Know your limitations and call for help from a trained
lifeguard with life saving equipment and knowledge of the waterway. Call 911 and throw
a floatable item to the victim while keeping an eye on them at all times. As of June 2020,
drownings have decreased dramatically in the same area and the USCG Auxiliarists safety
campaign efforts have been a contributor in the reduction.
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Gilbert Cigal
years

65

of SEMPER
and Still Going

BRIANNA’s LAW
as published in the Juniper Berry edition, Spring 2020
by Charles R Stravalle

PARATUS

by Nelson M Chin

G

ilbert Cigal is the longest serving Coast
Guard Auxiliarist member in Flotilla 11-13,
perhaps in the history of Division 11. After serving
with the United States Army during World War II
and honorably discharged, he saw tension beginning
to develop in Korea. Uncertain about another
World War, Gilbert recalled his experience of
being drafted into the service. He remembered
Gilbert Cigal - Present Day, photo by: Robert M Orrin
specifically requesting to be in the Navy and was
asked whether he had any experience but being a sailor since he was 16 years old was not
enough to keep him out of the Army. He was drafted into the Army and served overseas in
Japan. With war brewing in Korea, Cigal joined the Coast Guard Auxiliary on June 12th, 1953,
where he hoped to stand a better chance to be assigned to the Navy should he be recalled to duty.
A sailor since the age of 16, Cigal had owned a few boats in his lifetime and made a living
working in and around boats as a yacht surveyor. He has performed over 896 vessel safety checks
with the Auxiliary, not including the numerous vessel checks that were submitted before the age
of computers. Cigal explains it was easy for him to do, having access to so many local marinas
whether for business or renting slips for his boat. To this day, he is often found traveling around
on his scooter visiting marinas with his hat and clipboard.
His favorite experiences were meeting fellow Auxiliarists
with similar interests, spending time with others members,
whether to work as a group or gathering for social activities.
He enjoyed the flotilla mostly when members would attend
monthly meetings, or gather for training and then later meetup
socially.

Gil wearing his vintage auxiliary attire
photo by: Nelson M Chin
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Cigal started as a member of the Auxiliary in Rockaway,
New York. The flotilla operated in the former Rockaway Coast
Guard Station until it later closed. In his 65 years with the
Auxiliary, he had out lived 5 flotillas before coming to his
current home flotilla, 11-13 in Sheepshead Bay. Today, he
is still an active member with over 3,348 hours (post paper
records) and going. At 91 years old, he still travels around on
his scooter.

Photo Courtesy Office of the Governor

B

rianna’s Law was passed last year after many years in the making. The law was named after
a child tragically killed in a boating accident involving inexperienced boaters. Hopefully
through training, tragic boating accidents will be reduced.
The measure expands an earlier law signed by New York Governor Cuomo that requires
boaters born after May 1, 1996 to complete a safety course before operating a motorized
watercraft. Under the phase-in, all motor boat operators born on or after Jan. 1, 1993 must
complete a safety course to operate a motor boat beginning in 2020. Those born after Jan. 1,
1988 must complete a safety course beginning in 2022. Those born on or after Jan. 1, 1983 must
complete a safety course beginning in 2023. Those born on or after Jan. 1, 1978 must complete
a safety course beginning in 2024. The requirement would extend to all motor boat operators
beginning in 2025, regardless of age. Failure to comply could result in a fine of between $100
and $250 under the new law that goes into effect Jan. 1, 2020.
The Office of Parks, Recreation and Historic Preservation, which administers the law,
estimates that there are nearly one million boaters who will have to take the safety courses before
the end of the phase-in on Jan. 1, 2025. Governor Cuomo also directed State Parks to launch
a boating safety promotional campaign to ensure that boaters are aware of the new requirement
to take a course on-line or in person and to promote safety on our waterways, including radio
and social media advertisements; distribution of informational materials to law enforcement,
the U.S. Coast Guard, marinas, boating education instructors and boating safety partners; and
State Parks website updates.
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Auxiliary Chaplain
MORDECHAI ZALMAN MEISELS
by Robert M Orrin

O

n February 18, 2020 First District South, Division 11,
Flotilla 13 gained a great asset. Auxiliarist Mordechai
Meisels became a member of the Auxiliary Chaplain
Support Program. As a certified Auxiliary Chaplain, he will
be supplementing and supporting Navy Chaplains serving
with the Coast Guard by expanding Religious Ministry
within the Coast Guard to better meet the needs of the
Coast Guard members and their families.

Chaplain Meisels has been involved with the clergy
for many years. His education started by completing the
Mordechai Meisels receiving his Auxiliary Clinical Pastoral Course (CPE). Then he became Board
Certified with the Spiritual Care Association. With these
Chaplain Rank and insignia
credentials he started his path to serving as a Chaplain.
photo by: David Assis
Starting as volunteer with a local Burial Society he comforted
families in their grief during their loss of loved ones. This was just the first step down the path
which lead him to Maimonides Medical Center in Brooklyn, NY where he currently is assisting
and comforting patients and families during their trying times.
These trying times were amplified 10,000% during the COVID-19 Pandemic. The Clergy
staff at the hospital became the lifeline between patient and their families. As no visitors were
allowed into hospitals Chaplain Meisels became the only “Family” patients had visiting them.
He was the connection from the community to patients in their most dire times. His Ministry did
not stop with the patients and their families. The hospital staffs and the Front Line workers were
in desperate need of help as well. Without dropping a
beat he stepped in to make sure they had food so they
could keep working. Then finding ways to make the
work bearable, whether by getting items of comfort
to the staff or just being there to offer comfort.
Chaplain Meisels has truly embodied the Coast
Guard Auxiliary’s motto of Semper Paratus, “Always
Ready.” The Coast Guard and the Auxiliary are now
able to be ready for any scenario least of all its
“Spiritual Needs.” With his Honor, Respect, and
Devotion to Duty, Mr. Meisels has now lent his
talents as a Chaplain to the Auxiliary Chaplain
Support Program. It is a great honor to be an
Chaplain Meisels (right) providing comfort items for
Auxiliarist with him.
patients and staff
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DIVERSITY
by Charles R Stravalle

A

& INCLUSION

s the Flotilla 11-03 Flotilla Commander and
Division 11 Staff Officer for Human Resources, I
welcome one and all to join the United States Coast
Guard Auxiliary. Each one of us has unique backgrounds and skills that our country and the
Coast Guard Auxiliary need to carry out
its primary mission which is to educate
the boating public. The definition of
diversity points to characteristics and
traits that make individuals unique.
Inclusion points to behaviors and social
norms that can make individuals feel
wanted and welcome. In my Human Resources
position for the past two terms, I have seen diversity
and inclusion at its best. Members of all ages, genders,
sexual orientation, races, cultures, careers, ethnic
backgrounds, educational levels, and religious beliefs
have joined and there are even non-citizens processing
to join the ranks. This inclusion is healthy for any
organization because with diversity comes fresh ideas
and viewpoints which can contribute to developing
innovative out of the box ways of approaching issues.

Having a diverse membership base helps the
organization attract and grow with momentum as the
population expands. In light of the recent protests
throughout the United States, it recognized that all
people have the right to voice their freedom
of speech and opinions under the First
Amendment. The Coast Guard Auxiliary
feels so strongly about enhancing diversity
in the ranks that it has a separate
Directorate of Diversity. The Directorate
promotes diversity by offering training
and other structured programs recognizing
its value. Commodore David Porter who like
myself dedicated his life to public service in New
York City was selected to head-up this important
continuing effort. I commend him for his dedication
to this important program. More information on the
program can be found by visiting the following link:
http://wow.uscgaux.info/content.php?unit=D-DEPT&category=diversity-resources

MOVING FORWARD

Respect each other, listen and learn from each other.
Together, we can strive to be better.

by Nelson M Chin
Welcome to the first installment of the Division 11
Rockaway Inlet-Outlet newsletter. After a long hiatus
(not sure for how long), we are excited to share a
collection of articles that are informative, inspirational
and celebrate happenings within our membership. In
an environment under straining circumstances, loss,
and uncertainty, while intertwined with the atmosphere
of social unrest, it helps to find something to help
ground yourself. We are all different in many ways,
but we have all taken our oaths and accepted the Coast
Guard core values.
Honor speaks to our moral and ethical behavior.
The standards you walk by are also the standards
you accept.

Diversity seal furnished by Hector Torres - DSO-DV

Devotion to Duty is about the culture to serve others,
become the beacon of character, hope and progress.
Surround yourself with people that make you better.
Where you go determines who you are with, who
you are with determines what you do, what you do
determines who you are. Leave behind those who are
negative and be courageous to step outside of your
comfort zone. You can’t cross the ocean unless you
have the courage to lose sight of the shore. Have a bias
for action, to do the right things, tackle your problems
and have those tough conversations.
Contact your Publications Officer; to send your
comments, article submissions or a request for a
printed version of this newsletter.
Thank you and Semper Paratus
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FIRST VIRTUAL ABS COURSE
by Charles R Stravalle

A

ll of our lives changed due to the COVID 19 pandemic with the entire country pausing activities in
the name of public safety. The Coast Guard Auxiliary was no different in terms of halting almost the
entire program in the interest of member and public safety. In person meetings and events were canceled but
that did not stop our members from devising creative and innovative ways of continuing auxiliary activities
remotely. This was done in some cases by using cutting edge technology known as live video conferencing.
This technology allows for individuals to share their computer screens in real time with others who are
simultaneously being live streamed on the same computer session. Participants need to have an electronic
device with a camera and microphone to join the conference. IPhones and iPads have these devices built-in
which makes this method accessible to a large number of individuals. Almost immediately, Flotilla meetings
were held electronically and have been expanded to other forums and activities.
For example, on Sunday, June 7, 2020, Flotilla 11-03 held its first live About Boating Safely (ABS) Course
on-line. Instructors delivered the same quality education on-line using the Zoom computer application. The live
streamed presentation differs from prerecorded on-line training because there are student and instructor
interactions in real time. Even the final exam component was well throught out and the integrity of the test
was maintained by using a computer application for delivering and grading it.
FSO Jackie Doody and FSO Wes Doody, both professors in their own right, coordinated the training
course in terms of student registration and instructor scheduling. In addition, Wes Doody has continued
providing specialized Auxiliary Navigation training in the same fashion. This type of remote training is more
cost effective because no rented physical space or refreshments are needed for the class. In addition, this
training method prevents participants from being exposed to COVID 19 unlike face to face interactions.
As the Flotilla Commander of the Pilot
Program Flotilla, I hope to see these virtual
training sessions continue and expand throughout the auxiliary program. The advantages far
outweigh the disadvantages and may also
allow for members to attend more events and
participate in ways they could not in the past
for reasons beyond their control. To this end,
Division 11 under the leadership of Division
Commander Richard M Schnorr is planning a
first of its kind virtual Change of Watch
(COW) scheduled for July 19, 2020 at 2 pm.
A multimedia presentation is being prepared
to showcase the Division’s talented and
dedicated Auxiliarists.

16

VESSEL EXAMS
RELAUNCH

After COVID-19 Hiatus
by Charles J Stravalle

COVID 19 not only paused the workplace and educational institutions but impacted the

recreational boating community. While fuel prices are at an all-time low, only about one third of
the boats were launched so far in 2020 in the World’s Fair Marina located in Flushing Meadow
Park as per Division Commander Richard M Schnorr. This is attributed to many boating
enthusiasts being out of work and not being able to afford what is perceived to be a luxury for
most people. Many say the happiest time of a boat owner is the day the boat is purchased and the
second happiest day is when one gets rid of it. Make no mistake boating is an expensive hobby
for a novice with no mechanical skills. The cost of fuel, repairs, towing service, registration,
safety equipment, winter storage and marina fees are constantly on the rise.
One of the only free services for a recreational boater is the USCG Auxiliary Vessel Exam.
As such, boaters rely on the Coast Guard Auxiliary Vessel Examiner to perform the annual
safety inspection and issue the inspection decal. The decal represents that the vessel meets
the minimum safety standards and was inspected by a qualified examiner. The many law
enforcement and regulatory agencies patrolling the waterways in the New York Metropolitan
area recognize that boaters with this inspection decal sticker are conscientious boaters and more
likely to be in safety compliance based upon the display of the decal. That said, I am told that
some law enforcement officials would rather board a vessel without the decal if they had the
choice between two boats side by side, one having the decal and one not.
In the first phase of getting the Coast Guard Auxiliary Vessel Examiners back on the job,
some strict criteria has been dictated by the Coast Guard’s leadership in an effort to keep boaters
and examiners alike safe. In an effort to keep tight control, each vessel examination event must
be pre-approved by the District Commodore. Secondly, only those members under 65 years of
age and without health aliments that would put a member in the high medical risk category to
contract the illness may request permission for a mission.
The vessel examination must be scheduled with a boater, and during the inspection only
the boater and one examiner may be present on the vessel to ensure proper social distancing.
The boater when asked will point out the items on the required items list to the examiner.
This procedure will help limit potential exposure. Examiners must wear face coverings during
the inspection and wash their uniform after the event. In addition, personal hygiene such as
washing hands with soap and water, when available, or using hand sanitizer is a requirement.
The most important thing is the health and safety of the auxiliary membership and the public.

Screen capture of one of the ABS lesson slides
Photo by Jacqueline Doody
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Memory of

Geoffry T Duldulao
May 15th 1957 – July 14th 2020

It is with sadness that we mourn the loss of Auxiliarist Geoffrey T. Duldulao,
a member of Flotilla 11-03 since July 1996. Geoffery was always ready to
assist in coordinating special events. He is perhaps most remembered for his
ability
in the culinary
arts.
Geoffery was an active member of the Old Mill
Comment on this
Word
Search
Puzzle
Yacht Club, where Flotilla 11-03 holds their meetings. During recent years
he served as the Commodore of the yacht club. Our condolences go out to
Commenting is currently disabled
his family, friends, and loved ones. Geoffrey Duldulao, you will be missed.

DIVISION ELEVEN’S
YOUNGEST AUXILIARIST

SHIPS OUT FOR COLLEGE

by Dwight Senhouse-Schnorr

C

harles J. Stravalle graduated
Archbishop Molloy High
School amid the pandemic finishing
classes on-line. In 2019, he was
appointed as an NYPD Auxiliary
Police Officer. Prior to this, he
volunteered at the NYS Liquor
Authority where he worked with
state investigators visiting over a
hundred locations as an underage
agent. Underage drinking is an
epidemic in our society and
performing these checks make
business owners more responsible
and society safer.

Above: Dressed in academic attire
Right: Dressed in Auxiliary Trop-Blue
photos by Charles R Stravalle

Being community minded when he turned seventeen, he joined the United States Coast Guard Auxiliary.
Seventeen is the minimum age to join and he is currently the youngest member of Flotilla 11-03. He was
recognized at the 2019 Change of Watch as the youngest member along with the longest serving member,
Gilbert Cigal who has over 65 years of service. Charles was appointed as a staff officer for 2020 to oversee
the Program Visitor Initiative for the Division and Flotilla 11-03. He is also a vessel examiner and instructor.
Program Visits are a method used by the Coast Guard Auxiliary to educate the public by distributing safety
information. As such, Charles has spoken with managers of supermarkets, bait/tackle type stores as well as city
officials. These businesses permitted him to display the materials. The Rockaway Area was targeted in the
summer of 2019 due to six drownings. The Coast Guard Auxiliary also offers free vessel inspections. Local
marinas are contacted to see if boat owners would like vessels checked to ensure that they possess required
safety equipment.
Charles is scheduled to attend Saint John’s University this fall to pursue a degree in accounting. Due to his
interest in public safety demonstrated by volunteering in three law enforcement organizations representing city,
state and federal government, he received the Fraternal Order of Police Scholarship Award. Additionally, he was
awarded the Archbishop Molloy High School Lay Faculty Award and the Coach’s Award for Cross Country.
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